SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for 


19  5  5 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30088409 


SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

for 

19  5  5 


JOHN  T .  MURPHY 

M*B.,  B,Ch.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


CONTENTS 


G-en .  1 . 

”  2. 

Sect.  I 
"  II 

”  III 

M  IV 

M  V 

!«  VI 

"  VII 

‘‘  VIII 

’’  IX 


Sittingbourne  and  Mlton  Urban  District  Council  . 
Staff  of  the  Riblic  Health  Department  ♦ . .  . . . 


Address 


•  ••o  •o*  ••• 


Social  Conditions  . 


•  •  0  0  P  0  0  9  0  0  0 


Vital  Statistics  .. 


0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  O 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


•  •  •  0  0  0 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  . . 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  . . 


0  0  0  0  0  0 


Disinfection,  Disinfestation  and  Rodent  Control  . 


Housing  . . 

Factory  Administration  • • 


•  ••  0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  9  0  0  O  O 


Appendix  ”A” 
Appendix  "B” 
Appendix  ”C’' 
Appendix  ”D” 


0  0  0  0  0  9  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  9  0  0  0 


0  9  0  0  0  0 


0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  9  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  9  0 


Appendix 
Appendix  ”F" 


0  9  0  0  0  0 


O  0  0  0  0  0 


0  0  0  0  0  0  0  O  O  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 


Page 


3 

4 

5 
7 
9 

14 

22 

27 

30 

38 

41 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 
51 
53 


SITTINGBOURNE  mi)  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairman  s 

Mr.  A,  Bottle,  J.P.  -f 


Vice-Chairmans 
Mr»  P.J.  Hannon  + 


Councillors  s 


Mrs.  A.B.  Bassant  + 

Mr.  F.  Bishop 

hbc,  W.A.G.  Brett  + 

Mr*  L.M.  Easton 

Mrs*  D.  Elvy,  J.P. 

Mr.  H.S.  Gilham 
Mr.  W.R.  Mannering  4- 

Mr*  W.II.  Mount  + 

Mrs.  J.  Noble  4- 

Mr.  H.I.  Price  (c)  + 

Mr.  K.R.C.  RaTensdale 
I^s.  M.H.  Rees  + 

Mr.  C.F.  Rhodes  4- 

Mr*  H.A.J.  Shortland  4- 

Mr.  W.  V/yllie  4- 

Mrs.  D.S.M.  Young  4- 


(c)  denotes  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
4-  denotes  Mlembers  of  the  Health  Committee 


4 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEPARTLENT 


mUICAL  OFFICER  OF  liEALTHs 

John  T,  Murphy,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  L#P.H, 

(from  1st  February,  1955) 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR § 

Mr.  Alexander  Leslie,  M.S.I.A.,  A. R. San. I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

ADDITIONAL  SANITARY  EISPECTORs 
Ivlr.  J.Vy.  Kendall,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 


RODENT  OPERATORS 
tlr.  V/.G.  Chamberlain. 


CHIEF  CLERKS 
Mr.  O.A.  Kent. 
CLERKS s 

Mrs.  P.  Atkins 


Miss  S.  Y/hitehead 


SlTTIi'JGBOUME  AND  MILTON  mmE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


5 


Health  Offices, 

Johnson  House, 

Burley  Road, 
SITTINGBOURITE,  Kent. 

June,  1956. 


Lladam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  for  1955* 

The  death  rate,  infantile  mortality  rate  and  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  are  the  yard-sticks  by  which  the  health  of  the 
population  are  judged  and  these  give  good  grounds  for  satisfaction. 

In  two  successive  years  the  infantile  miortality  rate  has  reached 
record  low  levels,  being  12.6  in  1954  s-^d  11.6  in  1955 •  This  happy 
state  highlights  the  general  advance  in  infant  care  which  has  occurred 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  to  which  have  contributed  the 
increased  National  standard  of  living,  better  environmental  conditions 
and  improved  medical  care,  especially  during  the  past  decade  from  the 
advent  of  the  anti-biotic  drugs. 

Housing  of  families  who  are  either  living  in  rooms  or  unfit  houses 
is  still  the  major  work  of  the  Council  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  spite  of 
financial  stringency  this  great  social  work  will  increase  with  added 
tempo . 

It  is  definitely  established  that  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
are  responsible  for  many  mental  and  physical  illnesses  and  the  Council, 
being  aware  of  this,  had  already  initiated  their  slum  clearance  programme 
several  years  in  advance  of  National  slum  clearance. 

The  Council's  five-year  programme,  which  proposes  to  deal  with  well 
over  three  hundred  unfit  houses,  was  accepted  by  the  Mnistry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  last  August  and  the  termination  of  this  will  see  an 
end  to  the  worst  properties.  However,  Mr.  Leslie,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  rightly  points  out  the  difficulty  in  securing  repair  of 
houses  generally  and  emphasises  that  unless  this  work  is  carried  on 
simultaneously  with  slum  clearance  we  will  have  further  slum  conditions 
established  within  a  period  of  ten  t#  twenty  years. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  co-operation  and  help  throughout  the  year  and 
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especially  to  Mr,  Leslie,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  personality 
helps  much  in  its  smooth  and  efficient  management* 

I  would  also  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  help  and  advice  throughout  the  year, 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JOmT  T  0  OTRPHY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTION  I 
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SOCIAL  COE  NIT IONS 


1.  ClimatolOiSy 

The  early  months  of  1955  were  very  cold  and  wintry.  There  were 
heavy  falls  of  snow  in  January  (on  5  days),  February  (on  7  days)  and 
Llarch  (on  4  days)  and  also  during  this  first  quarter  of  the  year  there 
was  a  long  period  of  very  sharp  frost. 

The  month  of  April  was  dry  and  generally  warm,  the  maximum 
temperature  at  this  time  being  78^?  compared  with  a  maximum  of  68^ 
in  April,  1954- 

In  spite  of  many  very  wet  days  in  May,  when  4*53  inches  of  rain 
v/ere  recorded,  there  followed  four  months  of  warm,  sunny  and  settled 
weather  resulting  in  the  best  Summer  being  enjoyed  for  many  years,  in 
fact  since  1947* 

There  was  slight  flooding  in  the  Milton  area  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  11th  January,  due  to  a  very  high  tide,  when  5  houses  were  flooded. 
Supplies  of  coke  and  disinfecto.nt  were  issued  to  the  occupants  of  these 
houses  to  assist  them  in  their  drying  out  and  cleansing  operations. 

Also,  due  to  heavy  thunderstorms  during  August,  a  total  of  20  houses 
were  flooded  by  storm  v/ater  and  sewage  and  again  disinfectant  was 
issued  to  assist  the  occupants  of  these  houses. 

The  hottest  day  of  the  year  was  the  15th  July,  when  the  temperature 
reached  93^  the  wettest  month  was  October,  when  the  rainfall  recorded 
was  4-53  inches. 

Monthly  rainfall  readings  recorded  at  Highsted  Yl/aterworks  over  the 
past  six  years  are  shown  in  Appendix  ”A”  and  Appendix  shows  the 
monthly  maximum  and  minimum  Temperatures  for  the  years  1954  3'^^  1955? 
which  were  recorded  at  Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne . 


2.  Area  in  Acres 


Land  and  Inland  Water  ...  . .  4>935 

No  change. 


5*  Population 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1955?  given  by  the 
Registrar-General ,  was  21,970,  an  increase  of  30  against  the  estimated 
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mid-year  population  for  1954*  The  Census  figure  taken  in  April,  1951 
was  21,904* 


4*  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1955  was  7 >023,  an 
increase  of  II4  on  the  preceding  year. 


5 •  Rateable  Value 


The  rateable  value  has  risen  to  £184>645  as  compared  with  £181,091 
in  1954* 


6,  Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate 

The  sum  representing  the  penny  rate  is  £728  as  compared  with 
£705*  11s.  8d..  in  1954* 


SECTION  II 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  Births 


The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  543 >  being  an  increase  of 
27  over  the  number  for  1954>  when  316  births  were  registered.  The  figure 
for  1955  was  357* 

The  number  of  births  each  year  for  the  period  from  1950  to  1955  will 
be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males  Females  Totals 

Legitimate  .  178  (I46)  149  (152)  527  (298)+ 

Illegitimate .  I4  (  lO) _ 2  (  8) _ I6  (  18) 

Totals  192  (156)  151  (160)  345  (316) 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  shows  the  welcome  reduction 
to  4»dfo  in  comparison  with  those  for  1954  SiYid  1953  when  percentages  of 
6.C^o  and  5*09^  were  recorded.  However,  this  figure  is  still  much  too  high 
and  is  well  above  the  percentage  of  4«5%  for  each  of  the  years  1952,  1951 > 
1950  and  1947*  The  percentages  for  1949  and  1940  v/ere  5*3fo  and  3*1% 
respectively. 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

The  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  15*6  in  1955 
as  against  14*4  in  1954  and  16.2  in  1953*  The  figures  for  previous  years 
will  be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  16. 0,  as  compared  with  15*0  per  thousand 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

(c)  Still-Births 

Four  still-births  occurred  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  7  in 
1954>  6  in  1953)  5  in  1952,  8  in  1951  and  7  Tor  each  of  the  years  1950, 
1949  and  1948 •  There  were  15  still-births  in  1947* 

The  percentages  of  still-births  to  live  births  for  the  year  was 
1.1%.  This  compares  very  favourably  with  the  figure  of  2.2%  for  1954 
and  is  actually  the  lowest  figure  since  1952  when  0.8%  ?;as  recorded. 

There  was  one  illegitimate  still-birth  during  the  year. 

Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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2.  Deaths 


(a)  The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  and  assignable  to  the  Urban 
District  during  1955  was  347*  Of  these,  there  v/ere  175  males  and  1J2 
females. 

There  were  29  more  deaths  during  the  year  under  review  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  the  total  of  347  deaths  was  well  below  that  for  1953 
when  433  deaths  v/ere  registered. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  as  compared  with  previous 
years  is  again  due  to  the  new  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Registra.r- 
General  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1953* 

Figures  for  previous  years  may  be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  details 
contained  in  Table  III, 

Of  the  347  deaths  assigned  to  Sittingbourne  during  1955?  ^  total  of 
128  occurred  in  Milton  Hospital,  but  only  23  of  these  were  of  persons 
previously  resident  in  the  Urban  District.  The  figures  for  1954  were 
318  -  117  and  26,  and  for  1953  v\rere  433  ~  201  and  46. 

The  average  age  of  death  was  71*9?  being  70.6  for  miales  and  73*1 
for  females.  The  oldest  death  was  a  female  aged  99  years.  The  average 
age  of  death  during  1954  was  72*4?  being  71*7  males  and  73*0  for 
females . 

The  following  Table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the  deaths 
occurred s “ 

TABLE  _ I 


Sex 

Under 

1 

Year, 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65~ 

75- 

85 

and 

Over. 

Males 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

9 

32 

53 

50 

24 

Females  . . • 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

5 

5 

17 

57 

64 

39 

Totals 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

12 

49 

90 

114 

63 

(b)  Death  Rate 

The  crude  death  rate  for  1955  was  15*7  por  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  as  compared  v/ith  14*4  thousand  in  the  preceding  year. 

This  figure  again  can  only  be  compared  with  those  in  1954 
1953  due  to  the  inclusion  in  local  statistics  of  all  deaths  at  Milton 
Hospital  irrespective  of  original  place  of  residence.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  if  these  particular  deaths  had  not  been  assigned  to  this 


Area,  the  number  of  deaths  for  the  Urban  District  would  have  been  242  only, 
and  the  crude  death  rate  would  have  been  11 .O, 

The  corrected  death  rate  for  the  area,  i.e#  the  rate  adjusted  for  age 
and  sdx  distribution,  to  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  was  14*2 
in  1955  against  IJ.l  in  1954 >  that  of  11  •  7  per  thousand  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole* 

(c)  The  causes  of  death  classified  by  the  Registrar-General  under  the 
36  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948?  Q-re  set  out 
in  Table  II  be lows - 

TABLE  II 


Cause 


IVlales 


Females 


Total 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  •••  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

7«  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseased 

10.  Plalignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

14*  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ... 

10 .  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .... 

19  0  H}p)ertension  Y/ith  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

23 .  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

24*  Bronchitis  . .  . . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
27-  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 
33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34*  All  other  accidents  ^.. 

35.  Suic  ide  ...  o . .  ... 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

All  Causes 


•  • 


•  •  • 


2  (  2) 

-  (  1) 

-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  • 


1 

9 


3  ( 
1  ( 

;i 
-  ( 
-  ( 
"  ( 
-  ( 
1  ( 
8  ( 


1  12  ( 

8) 

3 

( 

2) 

15 

( 

10) 

-  ( 

-m 

4 

( 

8) 

4 

( 

8) 

-  ( 

-) 

5 

( 

3) 

5 

( 

5 

•  23  ( 

17) 

16 

( 

13) 

39 

( 

30) 

;  -  ( 

1) 

- 

1 

-) 

1 

1) 

■  1  ( 

1) 

( 

1) 

1 

( 

2) 

'  50  ( 

52) 

53 

( 

59) 

85 

( 

91) 

24  ( 

20) 

14 

( 

ll) 

38 

( 

31) 

-  ( 

3) 

1 

( 

1) 

■  1 

( 

4) 

39  ( 

58) 

42 

( 

32) 

81 

( 

70) 

•  7  ( 

4) 

5 

( 

5) 

12 

( 

9 

-  ( 

2) 

- 

( 

-) 

- 

( 

2) 

5  ( 

5) 

3 

( 

1) 

8 

4) 

7  ( 

4)  , 

4 

( 

2) 

11 

6) 

175  (162)1  172  (136)  047  (318) 


Footnotes-  4-  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were,  once  again,  due  to  heart  disease  and 
associated  conditions  (215  or  61.9?^  of  all  deaths  •ccurring)  and  those 
from  malignant  diseases  (71  or  2O.4/0). 

For  the  sixth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  associated  with 
pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion <, 

(d)  The  following  Table  gives  details  of  Deaths,  Births  and 
Infantile  Mortality  for  the  period  1950  to  1955  inclusive. 

TABLE  III 


Deaths  > Births . Infant  Mortality. 


Year 

Population 

Number  of 
Deaths  at  all 
Ages 

Crude  Death 
Hate  per  1,00 
of  the 
Population 

Legitimate 

1 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Birth  Rate  pe: 

1,000  of  the 

Population 

Still-Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths  of 

Infants  under 

1  Year  of  Age 

per  1,000 

Births 

1930 

19,838 

257 

12.8 

332 

20 

352 

17.6 

7 

14 

1 

15 

42.6 

1931 

20,175 

226 

11.2 

339 

6 

345 

17.1 

7 

10 

.  1 

ill 

'  31.8 

1932 

20,520 

222 

10.9 

342 

13 

355 

17.4 

12 

22 

'  1 

23 

64.7 

1933 

20,350 

256 

12.5 

337 

13 

350 

17.1 

14 

22 

- 

22 

62 

1934 

20,480 

265 

12.9 

321 

8 

329 

16.0 

10 

16 

i  2 

18 

,  54 

1935 

20,700 

237 

11.4 

340 

8 

348 

16.4 

15 

11 

•M 

■’ll 

32 

1936 

20,920 

'  245 

11.7 

296 

11 

307 

14.6 

15 

12 

- 

.12 

39 

1937 

20,880 

244 

11,6 

322 

13 

335 

16.0 

1 

11 

— 

11 

32 

1938 

20,950 

218 

10.4 

293 

10 

303 

14.4 

14 

9 

1 

10 

35 

1939 

20,860 

‘  262 

12.4 

3I8 

10 

328 

15.7 

15 

8 

1 

9 

27 

1940 

20,670 

280 

13.5 

511 

9 

..  320 

15.4 

10 

18 

1 

19 

57 

1941 

19,880 

247 

12,4 

257 

11 

268 

15.4 

7 

6 

- 

6 

22 

1942 

19,270 

'  233 

12.0 

291 

18 

309 

16.0 

9 

16 

- 

16 

51 

1943 

18,790 

'  249 

13.2 

334 

14 

;  348 

18.5 

13 

17 

- 

17 

48.8 

1944 

18,790 

231 

12.2 

340 

31 

371 

19.7 

9 

^  16 

4 

20 

53.9 

1945 

19,140 

236 

12.3 

350 

34 

384 

'  20.0 

11 

12 

3 

15 

59 

194^; 

21,040 

250 

10.9 

419 

31 

450 

21.3 

12 

13 

1 

14 

31 

1947 

21,560 

248 

11*5 

509 

23 

532 

24.4 

15 

17 

- 

17 

32 

1948 

22,240 

'  228 

10.2 

385 

12 

397 

17.8 

7 

8 

- 

8 

22 

1949 

22,15c 

271 

12.2 

355 

19 

374 

16.8 

7 

15 

- 

15 

37.4 

1950 

22,340 

228 

10.2 

328 

15 

'  343 

15.3 

7 

8 

- 

8 

23 

1951 

21,920 

265 

12.0 

332 

15 

347 

15.8 

8 

'  14 

- 

14 

40.3 

1952 

21,940 

244 

11.1 

331 

15 

346 

15.7 

3 

9 

9 

26.0 

1953 

21,930 

433 

19.7 

340 

17 

357 

16.2 

6 

16 

- 

16 

44.8 

1954 

21,940 

518 

14*4 

298 

18 

316 

14.4 

7 

4 

-- 

4 

12,6 

1955 

21,970 

347 

15.7 

327 

16 

343 

15. <5 

4 

4 

- 

4 

11.6 

5.  Infantile  Mortality 


(a)  The  niomber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  four 
during  the  year,  the  same  as  in  1954*  4s  will  he  seen  upon  reference  to 
Table  III,  these  figures  are  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  last  twenty-- 
five  years.  This  gives  much  cause  for  satisfaction  in  connection  with 
the  care  and  attention  provided  for  Mothers  and  Children  under  the 
various  ante-natal  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  services. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  11 #6  per  thousand  live 
births,  as  against  12.6  per  thousand  in  1954 >  44*8  per  thousand  in  1953 > 
26.0  per  thousand  in  1952,  40.3  thousand  in  1951  anl  25*0  per  thousand 
in  1950.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  in 
1955  was  24.9  per  thousand  live  births;  this  figure,  it  is  interesting  to 
note,  being  the  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded  in  this  Country. 

(b)  The  detailed  causes  of  death  among  infants  during  1955  were  as 
follows  s- 


TABLE  IV 


Cause 


Sex 


Age  at  Place  of  Place  of 
Death  Birth  Death 


Prematurity  ...  ...  ¥ 

Pulmonary  Oedema  M 

(Hydro thorax  and  Ascites) 
Broncho -Pneumonia  ...  ¥ 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  M 


2  days 
2  months 

7  months 
9  days 


Hospital 

Home 

Home 

Hospital 


Hospital 

Hospital 

Home 

Hospital 


SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  ANN  OTHER  DISEASES 

THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


!♦  Notifiable  Diseases  -  Incidence 


Daring  the  year  under  review,  516  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified.  This  was  the  highest  number  of  cases  notified  in  one  year 
since  1950  when  706  notifications  were  received.  The  figures  for  other 
years  were  as  follows s- 

1948  -  622 1  1949  -  3745  1951  -  4955  1952  -  587i 

1953  -  409  and  1954  -  268. 

The  rather  high  figure  for  1955  was  due  mainly  to  the  incidence  of 
Measles,  439  cases  being  notified.  This  followed  a  period  from  15th  May, 

1953  to  23rd  February,  1955 >  when  not  one  single  case  of  Measles  was 
notified  in  this  Urban  District. 

The  number  of  oases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  54  as  compared  with 
67  in  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  with  regard  to  this  particular 
disease  although  appearing  tc  be  rather  high  was,  in  fact,  slightly  lower 
than  the  average  cases  notified  per  year  since  1944?  as  will  be  seen  upon 
reference  to  Table  VII.  Of  the  cases  notified,  25  were  admitted  to  Hospital, 
but  one  of  these  was  finally  diagnosed  as  not  being  Scarlet  Fever.  It  will 
be  noted  from  the  following  information  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  were 
notified  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  First  quarter  -  23  cases;  second 
quarter  -  4  cases;  third  quarter  -  2  oases  and  fourth  quarter  -  5  cases. 

Eighteen  cases  were  School  Children  and  11  cases  were  Children  under  School  age. 

There  was  a  welcome  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough,  5  cases 
only  being  notified  as  compared  with  I68  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  the 
lowest  figure  for  this  particular  disease  in  the  last  twelve  years. 

The  3  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  were  all  in  the  same  family  and 
all  were  adults.  After  the  usual  investigations  had  been  made,  it  could  not 
be  established  that  this  small  outbreak  was  due  to  any  particular  cause  and 
no  particular  agents  were  identified. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  the  year  was  4  as 
against  5  cases  in  1954  and  2  cases  for  each  of  the  years  1953  and  1952. 

Although  8  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified,  it  is  gratifying  to 
be  able  to  record  that  3  of  these  patients  were  actually  finally  diagnosed 
as  not  suffering  from  this  disease.  Of  the  5  confirmed  oases,  4  were 
paralytic  and  1  non-paralytic,  3  have  since  been  discharged  from  Hospital 
after  receiving  the  necessary  treatment. 


The  2  oases  of  Meningitis  notified  were  both  Male,  aged  I7  and  I9 
years  respectively.  The  latter  case  was  discharged  from  Hospital  and 
diagnosed  as  being  due  to  an  influenzal  virus. 

Tbr  the  eighth  successive  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  over  the  past  twelve  years 
is  contained  in  Table  VII  on  Page  17* 

(a)  The  total  number  of  oases  occurring,  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  Hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as  shown  in  the 
Registrar-General’s  classification  of  deaths,  are  shown  in  the  following 
Table  s- 


TABLE  V 


Disease. 


No.  of 
Cases. 


Admissions 
to  Hospital 
or 

Sanatorium. 


Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever  . . • 
Diphtheria 
Measles  . • . 

Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning  • . * 
Dysentery 

Erysipelas  « . . 

Pneumonia  •  •  • 

PuerpersJ  Pyrexia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Meningitis  • . . 

Tuberculosis  s - 


(  -)  + 
( -) 


Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary  . , . 


TOTALS 


^  516  (268)  52  (69)  '  12  ( 5) 


Footnote 


•f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


(b)  The  distribution  by  age  group  of  the  cases  notified  is  shown  in 
Table  VI  thus  2- 


TABIxE  VI 

Age  Groups  of  Cases  Notified 


Disease . 

Under 

1  Year 

KN 

1 

1 — ! 

1 

0 

rH 

1 

Ln 

ir\ 

M 

1 

0 

iH 

ltn 

(N 

1 

•  ir\ 

; 

1 

CM 

'  Ln 

1 

ir\ 

0 

1 

LTN 

60  and 

Over 

rH 

03 

-P 

c 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  #  • 

. 

4 

■  8 

'  13 

5 

'  3 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

34 

Diphtheria  .  • . 

•  •  • 

Measles 

#  «  • 

7 

70 

110 

249 

5 

i  ““ 

i 

- 

- 

,  - 

1439 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

i 

- 

- 

;  - 

5 

Food  Poisoning  • . . 

•  #  • 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

\  1 

1 

- 

1 

!  - 

7 

7 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  - 

mm 

- 

,  - 

- 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

- 

J  - 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  •  • . 

#  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

#  #  • 

- 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^  1 

«Mf 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

i  1 

;  3 

»  1 

- 

'  - 

8 

Meningitis 

#  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

'  - 

- 

- 

mm 

»  2 

Tuberculosis  2  - 
Pulmonary 

#  0  # 

mm 

mm 

2 

7 

i  6 

'  1 

1 

2 

1 

19 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . 

•  0  • 

- 

i  - 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

8  J6  120  265  11  ^14  12  2  4  4  ‘516 


TOTALS 
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(c)  Table  VII  shows  the  niunber  of  cases  of  the  infectious  diseases 
each  year  during  the  past  twelve  years# 


TABLE  VII 


Disease. 

1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1955  1954  1955 

Smallpox  . . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

47 

49 

24 

18 

49  ■ 

37 

18 

29 

26 

67 ' 

34 

Diphtheria  • . • 

1 

2 

4 

1 

- 

- 

-  ^ 

- 

- 

- 

-  ^ 

- 

Measles 

10 

364 

114 

75 

438 

222  . 

544  : 

226 

297  ^ 

332 

-  ’ 

439 

Whooping  Cough 

119 

53 

36 

33 

188 

63 

86  1 

219 

‘  32 

26 

168 

5 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 

28 

15 

2 

3  i 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

3 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

— 

- 

2 

- 

Erysipelas  . . . 

8 

4 

!  4 

4 

3 

7  ! 

8  ^ 

5 

2 

2 

5 . 

4 

Pneumonia  # . . 

6 

3 

i  4 

1 

3 

6  ; 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3  i 

mm 

Typhus  Fever  • 

i 

Typhoid  and 

Par a- typhoid 
Fever  • . • 

^  1 

i 

mm 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal 
Pyrexia 

1  5 

5 

2 

2 

1 

f 

1  i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorium  • 

5 

2 

1 

1 

f 

7 

mm 

mm 

Poliomyelitis, 

- 

4 

- 

2  * 

i 

5 

i  5 

2 

2 

8 

Encephalitis 
Lethargic a  • . 

:  _ 

1  ^ 

_ 

mm 

'1 

_ 

mm 

_ 

I 

mm 

mm 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever  , , # 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

mm 

‘ 

mm 

Malaria  • . # 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

""  i 

mm 

1  — 

mm 

— 

2#  Tuberculosis 


Nineteen  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  one  case  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  also  notified#  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1954  were  19  Pulmonary  and  3  cases  of  non- 
Pulmonary#  Figures  for  previous  years  are  shown  in  Table  VIII# 

During  the  year,  2  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  recorded, 
and  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  non-Pulmonary  type  of  this  disease# 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  notified  and  the 
number  of  deaths  each  year  since  1930.  It  is  interesting  t#  note  the  large 
decrease  in  the  numbers  of  deaths  over  this  period#  It  will  be  seen  that 
27  deaths  were  recorded  in  1930,  whereas  in  the  past  six  years  the  total 
deaths  have  amounted  to  only  l6,  made  up  as  follows 


1955  -  2;  1954  -  1;  1953  -  4l  1952  4?  1951  -  3 

and  1950  -  2. 


A  Summary  of  Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  during  1955  is  shown 
in  Table  IX. 


-TABLE  VIII  . r- . ^ 


Yea"r. 

Number  of  Primary 
Notifications  Received' 

'  Deaths . 

Death  RaJ^e  per 
10,000  of  Rpulation. 

i 

Rilffionary , 

Non-  ' 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  ^ 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1930 

30  ! 

3 

24 

3 

12.1 

1.5 

1931 

!  19  , 

8 

11 

2 

5.4 

0.9 

1932 

20  { 

3 

11  i 

2 

5.^3 

0.9 

1933 

i  24 

1  ; 

17  i 

1 

8.3 

0.4 

1934 

:  15 

3 

17 

1 

8.3 

Oc  4 

1935 

i  12  i 

7 

9  I 

2 

4.3 

0.9 

1936 

J  12 

5 

10  i 

1 

4.G 

0.4 

1937 

i  12  I 

9  r 

13  I 

- 

6.2 

1938 

^  12  ! 

4 

e  ! 

2 

3.8 

0,9 

1939 

i  13 

4 

13  1 

2 

6.2 

0.9 

1940 

5  11 

1 

11 

1 

5.3 

0.4 

1941 

9 

3 

7  ! 

1 

3*5 

0.5 

1942 

15  i 

4 

8  ! 

4.0 

- 

1943 

9  ! 

4  ! 

8 

3 

4.2 

1.5 

1944 

14  i 

3 

7  1 

1 

3.7 

0.5 

1945 

[  22  ! 

2  • 

7  i 

1 

5.0 

0.5 

1946 

14  ! 

2 

9  i 

1 

4.0 

0,4 

1947 

19  i 

5  i 

6 

2 

2.8 

0.9 

1948 

19  i 

6 

8  i 

1 

3.5 

0,4 

1949 

!  •  20  ^ 

3  : 

10 

2  : 

4.5 

0.9 

1950 

18 

6  i 

1 

1 

0.4 

0,4 

1951 

15  ' 

2 

3  : 

1.3 

1952 

17  : 

1 

3 

1 

1.3 

0,4 

1953 

16  i 

- 

4 

f 

1.8 

1954 

19  i 

3 

1 

- 

0,4 

1955 

19 

1 

2 

0.9 

— 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr-,  Owen  Clarke,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. ,  Consultant  Chest 
Physician  of  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Eospital  l^lanagement  Committee,  for  the 
following  particulars  regarding  patients  from  the  Sittingboume  area,  who 
received  institutional  treatment  during  1955  •“ 


Institution* 


Patients 
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Bow  Arrow  Hospital,  Dartford  *••  ... 

Grove  Park  Hospital,  London  .*• 

Keycol  Sanatorium,  nr*  Sittingdoume  * .  • 
Preston  Hall  Hospital,  Maidstone  *•. 

Queen  Mary*s  Hospital,  Sidcup  . 

Orpington  Hospital  *..  . . 

Pembirry  Hospital  . 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Chatham  ...  *.. 


•  •  # 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

•  •  « 

#  •  • 

m  0  0 

m  •  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 
0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


2 

3 

20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Total 


This  indicates  that  15*6^  of  the  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  were  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria  for  treatment  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  10* 2^^  in  19545  7%  1953  e^nd  11?^  in  1952* 

TABLE  IX 


Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register 


Non- 

Pulmonary  . 

Pulmonary 

i  Total 

On  Register 

on  1st  January,  1955 

!  172  i 

35 

205 

Notified  as 

*new*  Cases  ••• 

I  19 

1 

20 

Transferred 

to  District  • . • 

4  ’ 

!  4 

Restored  to 

Register  ... 

"•  i 

— 

— 

Totals 

i 

195 

34 

229 

Died 

i 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

2  1 

*** 

;  2  + 

Recovered 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

- 

- 

- 

Removed  from  District  •••  j 

- 

- 

f 

i 

Diagnosis  Changed  *.. 

1 

— 

t 

i 

Totals 

2  j 

i  2 

Balance  remaining  on  Register 

on  31st  December,  1955  195  34  227 


+  This  figure  refers  to  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  who 
have  died  «  not  necessarily  from  Tuberculosis. 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
has  continued,  with  22  new  cases  being  reported# 

The  increase  since  1946,  when  119  cases  only  were  on  the  Register, 
now  amounts  to  108  oases  or  90# 7%. 

The  Members  of  the  Sittingbourne,  Milton  and  District  Tuberculosis 
Care  Committee  have  carried  out  much  good  work  during  the  year  in 
bringing  relief  to  all  needy  cases  by  providing  assistance  with  clothing, 
bedding,  occupational  therapy  etc.  These  patients  are  indeed  most 
fortunate  to  have  such  a  live  and  hard  working  Committee  in  this  area  to 
look  after  their  needs# 


5 •  Venereal  Diseases 


I  am  again  indebted  to  the  Director  and  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of 
the  Special  Clinic  in  Rochester  (Dr#  C#D#Routh,  M#D#,  M.R#C#P*),  supplied 
by  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  ]\/Ianagement  Committee,  who  has  kindly 
given  me  the  following  information  regarding  the  oases  and  numbers  of 
attendances  from  this  Urban  District  during  the  year.  These  are  as 
follows  §- 


Disease  !  IVIales  Females  Total 


Syphilis  . . . 

-  ^  9 

—  (  1') 

-  (  2)  + 

Gonorrhoea  »•«  .o#  ••• 

-  (  1) 

-  (2) 

-  (  3) 

Non-Venereal  (Genital  Lesions)  • 

15  (14) 

3  (4) 

16  (I8) 

Totals 

13  (16) 

3  (7) 

16  (23) 

The  above  refer  to  new  cases  during  the  year# 

The  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment,  both  old  and  new,  from 
the  Urban  District  during  1955  was  28  as  compared  with  35  1954* 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  279  compared  with  319  la  1954? 
262  in  1953;  191  in  1952 5  308  in  I95I  and  424  in  1950# 

4*  Vaccinations  and  Immunisations 


(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

It  has  been  ascertained  frwm  the  figures  which  have  once  again  been 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year# 
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kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  during  1955  the  number  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  immunisation  -  58*1?^  Q-s  against 

in  1954*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  continued  increase 
in  future  years  in  the  percentage  of  children  imimmised. 

The  percentages  for  the  years  1955?  1952,  1951  1950  were  51*75^? 

58*2%,  57*6%  and  55 #77®  respectively. 

During  the  year  under  review  275  primary  innoculations  and  377 
reinforcing  innoculations  were  carried  out,  as  compared  with  292  and 
202  respectively  in  1954*  The  figures  for  previous  years  were  275  and 
514  respectively  in  1955?  268  and  175  respectively  in  1952,  260  and  I64 
respectively  in  1951  and  307  and  JS  respectively  in  1950* 

(b)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  returns  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  show  that 
220  primary  vaccinations  and  12  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  as  against  24O  and  8  respectively  in  1954?  224  and  23 
respectively  in  1955?  217  and  58  respectively  in  1952$  251  and  58 
respectively  in  1951  and  201  and  28  respectively  in  1950*  Of  the 
primary  vaccinations  197  were  infants  less  than  2  years  of  age  as 
compared  v/ith  210  in  1954« 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


1.  National  Health  Services 

Local  Authority  Health  Services  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  are  provided  and  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  as  the  local 
Health  Authority.  These  Services  include  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 
Childreni  the  provision  of  Midwives |  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing; 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation;  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 
and  Domestic  Help  Services. 

The  various  Clinics  in  connection  with  these  Services  have,  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  continued  to  be  held  during  the  year 
at  the  Local  Council *s  Health  Department  offices  at  Johnson  House.  The 
following  list  shows  the  dates  and  times  of  these  Clinics. 


Clinics  and  Sessions 

Date 

Time 

Infant  V/elfare. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

2-4  P«ni. 

Ante-Natal,  Post-Natal 

and  Family  Planning. 

2nd  and  4'th  Eriday  in 

10  a.m.  to 

(by  appointment) 

each  Month. 

12  noon. 

Relaxation  Classes. 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday. 

10  -  11  a.m. 

Mothercraft  Classes. 

11  a.m.  to 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday. 

12  noon. 

Orthopaedic. 

Tuesday 

10  a.m.  to 

(by  appointment) 

and 

12  noon 

Friday. 

2  -  4*30  p.m. 

Domestic  Help. 

Wednesday. 

2-4  P*ni. 

Pathologist • 

2.50  - 

(by  appointment) 

V/ednesday. 

4.50  p.m. 

(Notes-  Vaccinations 

and  Diphtheria  Immunisations  are 

given  at  the 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  if  required) 

Mental  Welfare  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  patients 
from  this  Urban  District,  at  15?  South  Road,  Phversham.  The  Sessions  for 
this  Clinic  are  held  on  Thursday  evenings  at  5  o* clock,  at  the  above- 
mentioned  address. 
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Several  changes  have  taken  place  during  1956  in  connection  with 
these  Clinics,  as  fwllowss- 

(i)  The  Ante -Natal,  Post-Natal,  Family  Planning  and  Mothercraft 
Classes  ceased  to  function  and  were  closed  down  on  the  1st  March, 

1956,  , 

(ii)  Owing  to  change  of  areas  and  lack  of  staff,  the  Pathologist 
Clinic  was  closed,  the  last  session  being  held  on  Wednesday,  11th 
April,  1956* 

(iii)  The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  was  transferred  from  Johnson  House,  to 
Sutton  House,  London  R#ad,  Sittingbourne ,  on  5th  June,  1956* 

(iv)  The  Thursday  afternoon  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  was  changed  to 
Friday  afternoon,  from  2-4  P*m.,  on  14th  June,  1956* 


2.  School  Health  Services 


(a)  The  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr •A. Elliott )  has  been  good  enough 
t#  provide  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health 
Services  in  the  district  during  1955?  from  which  the  following  are 
interesting  extracts s- 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 


•  0  • 


#  •  • 


Number  of  Children  inspected 
(Periodic  inspections)  ••• 
Number  found  requiring  treatment 
Percentage  • • .  • . .  . . o 

Frequency  of  main  defects  found s- 
Orthopaedic  defects 
Eyes  ••• 

Nose  and  Threat 
Develo  pm  entail  (including  hernia) 
Ears 


«  #  # 


•  •  • 


•  o  # 


#  •  0 


«  •  « 


•  •  • 


•  0  0 


0  0  0 


•  0  0 


•  00 


0  •  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


1,942 

(1,134)  + 

124 

(  125) 

6.5% 

(11.0%) 

7.2% 

(20.0%) 

83.0% 

(54.4%) 

- 

(  8.8^0) 

1.6% 

(  2.4%) 

2.4% 

(  2.4%) 

(>>)  The  Glassification  of  children  inspected  in  accordance  with  their 
general  condition  is  as  follows s- 


Number  A 

Inspected.  (Good) 


B 

(Fair) 


C 

(Poor) 


Entrants 

455 

Second  Age  Group 

587 

Third  Age  Group 

192 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections  . 

9O8 

55  •  6% 

(52.0%) 

42.4% 

(47.0%) 

2.0% 

(1.0%)  + 

57.4% 

(60.9%) 

41.6% 

(37.5%) 

1.0% 

(1.8%) 

50.5% 

(49.4%) 

49.0fo 

(49.4%) 

0.5% 

(1.^0) 

53*a/o  (48*8/o)  46.0fo  (49.6/0)  l^O/o  (1.6/) 


1,942  54.2)b  (52.7%)  44.6%  (45.9/0)  1.2%  (1.4%) 


/ 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 


The  percentage  of  children  found  at  periodic  inspections  t»  require 
treatment  during  the  year  was  "being  a  considerable  decrease  as 

compared  with  the  figures  for  previous  years,  ll.C^o  in  1954?  10.5% 

1955?  9*9%  1952  and  6.8%  in  1951*  This  very  welcome  reduction  in  the 

numbers  requiring  treatment  is,  no  doubt,  due  t«  the  gradual  improvement 
in  the  general  nutritional  standard  •f  the  children  over  the  recent  years, 
which  improvement  has  been  maintained  in  the  year  under  review,  i.e.  fr#m 
41fo  in  1951 ;  44. 59^'  in  1952;  46.2/0  in  1955;  52.79o  in  1954  to  54.2/  in  1955. 
The  number  of  children  classified  as  being  of  poor  nutritional  standard 
again  shows  a  welcome  decrease,  being  1.2^o  as  against  1.4%  1954 

1.9/  in  1955. 


In  connection  with  the  frequency  of  the  main  defects  found,  it  is 
very  interesting  to  note  the  tremendous  drop  in  respect  of  Nose  and  Throat 
diseases.  There  were  no  children  foiind  to  be  suffering  from  defects  from 
these  particular  diseases  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  8.8%  in  1954 
and  11.5/  in  1955. 


On  the  other  hand  there  has  been  a  very  sharp  rise  in  connection  with 
Eye  diseases,  85 #0%  as  compared  with  54«4%  1954  37 *9^0  in  1955 • 

Could  this  disturbing  increase  be  due  to  the  very  general  institution  of 
television  viewing  int#  the  home? 

There  have  been  improvements  in  Orthopaedic  defects,  from  20.0%  in 
1954  lo  7»2%  in  1955 >  in  Developmental  defects,  from  2.4%  in  1954  't* 
1.6%  in  1955*  Ear  defects  have  remained  steady  at  2 .4%* 


(c)  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  minor  ailment  Clinics  was 
171  as  compared  with  I78  in  1954  a^nd  I46  defects,  as  compared  with  149 
defects  in  1954  were  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year.  The 
majority  of  conditions  treated  were  as  follows 2 - 


Minor  injuries  (including  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  ... 
Skin  conditions  ... 

Eye  diseases 
Ear  conditions 


•  • . 


. « . 


... 


... 


. .  • 


69.8/  (75.1/: 

2.0fo  (  4,69 
28.0/  (20.1/) 

Nil  (  Nil)) 


4- 


(d)  Dental  Inspections  and  treatment  figures  are  as  follows s- 


Number  inspected  by  Dental  Officers  . 
Number  found  requiring  treatment 

Percentage .  ... 

Number  actually  treated  . 

Percentage  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 


•  • 

o  • 

#  • 

O  O 


•  a 

•  • 

»  # 

«  0 

0  0 


2,102  (2,659)  + 
1,222  (1,521) 
58.1/  (49.^/) 

266  (  555) 

12.6/  (15.2/) 


(e)  Infestation  with  Vermin 


The  following  information  on  examinations  and  treatment  in  connection 


Footnotes-  -f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


with  infestation  with  vermin  in  this  area  has  also  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer# 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 

Schools  by  the  School  Nurses  or  other 

authorised  persons  # • .  . . 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils 

found  to  be  infested  . 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect 
of  whom  cleansing  notices  were 
issued  (Section  54(2),  Education 
Act ,  1^44-)  •••  •••  •«« 


7,988  (6,755) 
24  (  58) 

4  (  22) 


5.  Laboratory  Services 

The  Pathologist  * s  Clinic  supplied  by  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  held  at  Johnson  House,  has  been  continued 
during  the  year# 

This  Service  is  organised  by  the  Staff  of  the  Local  Health  Department, 
and  a  ’pilot*  scheme  was  initiated  during  the  year  for  patients  to  attend 
by  appointment  only,  so  as  to  obviate  their  waiting  at  the  Clinic  for  long 
periods  before  being  attended  to#  This  scheme  has  worked  extremely  well 
during  the  year  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  patients  have  benefited 
considerably  since  this  practice  has  been  put  into  operation#  The 
appointment  system  will  be  continued  in  the  future. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  have  attended 
the  Clinic  each  year  for  the  eight  years  since  its  inception  in  1948* 

TABLE  X 


Year# 

No#  of  Patients 
Attending# 

1 9  48  #••  • •  0  #•• 

235 

1949  . 

372 

1950  ••#  #•#  .«• 

432 

1951  •••  #••  #0#  #•# 

602 

1952  ##•  •••  ••• 

;oi 

1955  • • •  • » •  • • •  •  •  • 

797 

1954  «##  #••  #0*  #•• 

799 

1955  . .  •  •  •  • 

647 

Footnotes-  It  is  very  much  regretted  to  have  to  report  that  the 

Pathologist’s  Clinic  was  forced  tsj  close  down  during 
1956,  owing  to  change  of  Areas  and  lack  of  Staff,  the 
last  Session  being  held  on  Wednesday,  11th  April# 

4*  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


4*  National  Assistance  Act 9  1948  (Section  50) 


The  Department  was  not  called  upon  to  deal  with  any  cases  during 
the  year. 


5#  National  Assistance  Act?  1948  (Section  47) 

As  ainend ed  hy  National  Assistance "(Amendment)  Act>  1951 »  (Section  l) • 

During  the  year,  the  Department  considered  the  condition  of  one  aged 
person  who  wa.s  living  alone* 

Die  to  the  conditions  under  which  she  was  living,  and  as  she  was 
unwilling  to  vo]\mtarily  seek  residential  accommodation  under  the  County 
Co'mci].,  it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain  a  Magistrate’s  Order  under  the 
Act  to  remove  this  aged  person  to  suitable  hospital  accommodation* 


Old  , r^le  ’  s_Welf are 

The  v/crk  of  the  Sittingboume  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  during 
the  year  continued  to  expand*  Increased  calls  were  made  by  the  voluntary 
Visitors  upon  old  people  and  there  is  no  question  that  the  visit  of  such 
voluntary  Visitors  does  much  to  lighten  the  lives  of  the  house-bound* 

Increasing  use  has  been  made  of  the  Chiropody  Service  provided 
through  the  Committee  and  it  is  felt  that  with  increased  publicity  more 
use  wouli  be  made  of  the  Service* 


to 


The  Night  Sitting  Service,  which  v/as  instituted  in  1955?  continue 

ervice  to  the  relatives  of  chronic  sick  old  people 


a 


real. 


fulfill 

who  are  in  their  01m  homes,  enabling  relatives  to  have  a  break  from  the 
constant  strain  of  numsing  such  cases* 


The  two  Old  People’s  Clubs  in  the  Town  continue  to  flourish  and  are 
fulfilling  a  very  useful  function* 


SECTION  V 


SANITARY  CIRCTO/iSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1#  Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  is  derived  from  two 
sources,  i*e.  the  Sittingbouiue  and  Milton  Urban  District  Y/ater 
Undertaking  and  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company.  The  supply  has  been 
adequate  both  in  quantity  and  quality  during  the  year  imder  review. 
Thirty-four  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all  of  these 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Under  the  Kent  Water  Act,  1955 >  the  water  supply  for  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District  as  well  as  the  parishes  of  Bobbing,  Iwade, 
Newington  and  Hals tow  within  the  Swale  Rural  District  will,  as  from  the 
1st  April,  1956,  be  supplied  from  the  local  Council's  Water  Undertaking. 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  No  major  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Council's  sewerage 
system  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  Analyst’s  reports  upon  the  final  effluent  from  the  disposal 
works  continue  to  show  that  the  condition  of  the  effluent  is  unsatisfacto 
Discussions  are  still  going  on  with  the  Council's  Consultant  in  an 
effort  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

(c)  Repeated  treatments  against  rodent  infestation  in  the  se?/ers 
has  kept  the  incidence  of  infestation  to  a  reasonably  low  level. 


5.  Scavenging 

(a)  The  administration  of  the  Council's  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping. 

(b)  During  the  year  a  new  system  of  controlled  tipping  has  been 
started  at  the  refuse  tip.  Y/hilst  it  has  not  been  in  operation  long 
enough  to  give  a  considered  opinion,  early  results  indicate  that  it  is 
a  decided  improvement  on  the  method  which  it  has  replaced, 

(c)  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  year  after  year  attention  has  to  be 
directed  to  the  continued  bad  habits  of  a  minority  of  the  townspeople 
who  persistently  deposit  rubbish  of  all  kinds  on  any  vacant  plot  of  land 
in  the  Tovm.  In  some  cases  it  would  appear  that  the  offenders  have  gone 
to  considerable  time  and  trouble  to  carry  out  their  dumping  of  refuse. 


Particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Council  upon  due  notice  being 
given  are  willing  to  remove  from  premises  those  awkward  items  which 
accumulate  in  any  household*  Apart  from  the  Town  being  made  to  look 
unsightly  and  the  obvious  risk  to  public  health  from  this  practice,  it 
should  be  widely  known  that  the  cost  to  all  the  ratepayers  of  clearing 
these  unsightly  places  is  very  high* 


4*  School  Sanitation 

The  sanitary  accommodation  provided  is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
manner* 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  school  kitchens  and  canteens  continues 
to  be  good* 


5*  Public  Conveniences 


(a)  The  conveniences  provided  were  generally  maintained  in  a  clean 
and  satisfactory  condition* 

(b)  The  free  hand  wash  facilities  in  the  majority  of  the  public 
conveniences  continue  to  be  well  used#  The  service  would  be  improved  if 
it  was  possible  to  provide  liquid  soap  and  paper  towels  in  all  the 
conveniences. 


Piiblic  Swimming  Baths 

(a)  The  swimming  baths  attracted  a  record  number  of  bathers  during 
the  year. 

(b)  The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  the  Baths  appeared  to  be  of  a 
high  order.  The  provision  of  new  chlorination  plant  and  chemical 
discharge  tanks  enabled  a  more  positive  and  flexible  control  of  the 
quality  of  the  water.  The  Analyst's  reports  indicated  that  the  water 
v/as  maintained  to  a  good  standard, 

(c)  Progressive  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  dressing 
facilities  by  the  provision  of  private  lockers  for  the  bathers# 

(d)  The  facilities  for  pre-cleansing  of  bathers  before  entering 
the  pool  are  somewhat  limited.  Greater  emphasis  should  be  placed  on 
this  aspect  and  bathers  should  be  encouraged  to  use  the  existing 
facilities. 


7 3  Mortuary  Accommodation 


The  only  public  mortuary  acccmmodation  in  the  town  continues  to  be 
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the  temporary  War-time  mortuary  at  Sittinghoume  Cemetery. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  financial  stringency  precludes  the 
Council  from  going  ahead  with  an  approved  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
modern  mortuary  facilities. 


8.  Beivice  of  Notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  or  the 

Abatement  of  Nuisance 

(a)  495  informal  notices  served  (602)  -f 

(b)  152  statutory  notices  served  (II8) 

(c)  398  informal  notices  complied  with  (489) 

(d)  88  statutory  notices  complied  with  (IO9) 

9#  Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year 
is  shown  in  Appendix 


R)otnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Milk  Supply 

The  following  are  the  details  of  registrations  imder  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949 >  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Mlk) 
Regulations,  1949?  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949# 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

61  Milk  Distributors  and  7  Dairies  were  registered  under  the  above 
Regulations. 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949 

During  the  year,  46  licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Regulations,  analysed  as  follows s- 

Sterilised  (Dealers 0  •••  . .  59 

Pasteurised  (Dealers 0  •••  •••  . .  6 

Pasteurised  (Dealers*  Supplementary)  .  3 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

During  the  year,  6  licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Regulations,  analysed  as  follows?- 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers*)  .  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers*  Supplementary)  ••  3 

(d)  Examination  of  Milk  Supplies 

(1)  24  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
or  other  prescribed  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratoiy, 
Maidstone. 


The  following  Table  shows  details  of  the  results 

obtained?- 


TABLE  XI 
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Number 

Result 

Designation. . 

of 

Samples. 

j  Satisfactory. 

Un— 

, satisfactory. 

Pasteurised  and  Heat-Treated 
Milks  .««  «•«  ...  ... 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milks  .  ... 

Tuberculin  Tested(Pasteurised 

Mi Ik  ...  ...  ...  ... 

22  (18) 

~  i 

2  (  3) 

21  (15| 

2  (  5) 

^  ^  (5)  + 

( "^ ) 

Totals 

24  (21) 

23  (18) 

1  (3) 

(ii)  One  sample  of  raw  milk  was  submitted  for  biological  examina^tion 
during  the  year.  This  sample  was  free  from  Tubercle  infection* 


2.  Meat 

(i)  Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  use  of  Butchers 
in  the  Town,  and  203  visits  were  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses  during  the 
year . 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all  animals  presented  for 
slaughter  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  There  was  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered.  More  butchers  appear 
to  be  buying  their  supplies  from  wholesalers  in  Chatham,  London  and 
Canterbury. 

(ii)  All  foodstuffs  condemned  in  the  slaughterhouses  are  dyed  green 
and  disposed  of  under  a  guarantee  to  a  firm  of  bi-product  manufacturers. 

No  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  this  material  was  experienced 
during  the  year. 

Other  foodstuffs  condemned  in  Pood  Shops,  such  as  canned  foods  and 
so  on,  are  collected  by  the  transport  of  the  Department  and  disposed  of 
at  the  Council's  Tip  under  supervision  of  this  Department,  suitable 
safeguards  being  taken  to  prevent  the  possibiJLity  of  the  use  of  the 
condemned  foodstuffs  by  unauthorised  persons. 

(iii)  Table  XII  shows  the  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected,  together  with  the  numbers  affected  with  disease. 

The  Table  has  been  revised  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  17/55?  dated  23rd  November,  1955?  so  as  to  include  horses 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption  among  the  animals,  and  cysticercosis 
among  the  diseases. 

Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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TABLE  XII 


\ 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows*  Calves* 
Cows* 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs  * 

,  Pigs  * 

j 

Horses. 

jTotal* 

f 

< 

» 

Number  Killed 
(if  known) 

40 

i  4 :  - 

) 

i  f  ; 

225 

!  775 

\ 

- 

t 

!  1044 

7 

Number  Inspected  •• 

40 

i  : 

f  ■ 

4  ;  -  : 

225 

\ 

\ 

’  775 

- 

;  1044 

< 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  i 
Cysticerci. 

f 

* 

:  ; 

> 

’ 

i 

{ 

i 

\ 

\ 

\ 

< 

1 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  • •  . * • 

1 

i  2  ;  - 

\ 

2 

i 

. 5 

Carcases  of  which  , 
some  part  or  organ  ' 
was  condemned  • • •  , 

8 

- 

12 

i 

67  

1  87 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than  ^ 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  ,  . . •  “ 

22.5  

1 

o 

• 

o 

. 

5.3 . 

i 

i 

:  8*9 

i 

3 

'  (13.5) 

i  8*8 

f 

f 

Tuberculosis  only. 

f 

i  1 

1  ■  ? 

j 

j 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  . 

1  ' 

1 

• 

•M* 

i 

Carcases  of  which  i 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  , • • 

1 

f 

i  1  "•  i 

‘  15 

17 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.  2.5 

;£ 

'25.0 

1.9 

f 

J 

mm 

(2.5) 

1.6 

Cysticercosis. 

1 

i 

j 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ••• 

> 

tm 

\ 

i 

> 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

<  i 

1 

! 

,  •««  *  mm 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

% 

*.  /  ; 

\  mm  mm  ^ 

» 

Footnote  s - 


+  Figiires  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year* 


Other  Foodstuffs  Examined 
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(i)  The  details  of  foodstuffs  of  all  types  condemned  during  the  year 
are  shown  in  Appendix  ”C’*. 

(ii)  Daring  the  year  one  sample  of  dressed  crab  was  submitted  for 
examination  as  to  metallic  contamination.  The  Analyst's  report  indicated 
that  the  sample  was  free  from  metallic  contamination. 

(iii)  Three  cases  of  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department.  In  one  case  a  sausage  was  found 
to  contain  a  finger  dressing.  In  another  case  a  sausage  was  found  to 
contain  a  piece  of  material,  which  was  later  found  to  be  from  a 
protective  apron  used  in  the  factory  at  which  the  sausages  were 
manufactured.  The  third  case  concerned  the  presence  in  a  boiled  sweet 
of  a  piece  of  slate. 

All  the  cases  were  thoroughly  investigated  and  as  a  result  of  the 
representation  made,  alterations  in  the  technique  of  manufacture  were  put 
into  force  by  the  manufacturers  concerned. 


4#  Shellfish 


No  case  of  illness  attributable  to  shellfish  was  notified  during 
the  year.  The  public  are  again  reminded  that  the  purchase  of  shellfish 
from  any  dealers  other  than  reputable  and  well-established  firms, 
involves  serious  risks  to  themselves. 


5*  Nish  Ikying 

(i)  Eight  fish  frying  establishments  are  in  operation  in  the  area, 
(ii)  Twelve  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

(lii)  Hygienic  standards  in  this  trade  continued  on  a  high  level. 


6.  Ice  Cream 


(1)  The  numbers  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage 
or  sale  of  ice  cream  ares- 


Sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream 
Storage  of  Ice  Cream  .. 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 


...  ...  ... 

...  *.. 

...  ...  ... 


81  (83)  + 

3  (  5) 

8  (  8) 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 
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(ii)  Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the 
Provisional  Modified  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test,  with  the  following 
results 


Grade  I  •  • » 
Grade  II  • . • 
Grade  III  • . • 
Grade  IV  • • • 


1955 

5  (83.3%)  + 

1  (16.6%) 


1954 

16  (72.7%)  + 
1  (  4.5%) 

1  4.5%) 

4  (18.1%) 


(iii)  The  majority  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Town  is  produced  by 
National  manufacturers  and  invariably  is  sold  pre-packed.  No  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  the  supervision  of  this  Trade  during  the  year. 


7«  Bakehouses 

(i)  Eight  bakehouses  are  registered  and  in  operation  in  the  area. 

(ii)  Twelve  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year.  On  the 
whole  the  conditions  found  were  satisfactory. 


8.  Restaurant  Kitchens 


(i)  The  number  of  restaurant  kitchens  (including  works  canteens  and 
school  kitchens)  in  the  area  is  55* 

(ii)  The  standard  of  hygiene  attained  was  satisfactory. 


9*  Public  Houses 

(i)  The  number  of  Public  Houses  in  the  area  is  50. 

(ii)  The  premises  were  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


10.  Food  Preparing  Premises 

(i)  Twenty-three  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausage  and  preserved  foods. 

(ii)  The  premises  are  generally  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  Many  of  the  employees  show  a  real  desire  to  carry  out 
their  work  in  a  most  hygienic  manner. 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


11.  General  Hyj^iene  in  R)od  Premises 
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Progress  continues  in  the  modernisation  of  all  types  of  food  premises. 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
food  traders  who  consult  the  Department  before  embarking  upon  alteration 
to  premises. 

On  the  whole  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  satisfactory.  The  Department 
has  been  concerned  with  the  lavish  display  of  goods  in  shop  windows,  where 
inevitably  they  are  exposed  to  the  possibility  of  dust  and  fly  contamination 
as  well  as  spoilage  from  the  effects  of  sun.  There  appears  tc  be  a 
reluctance  to  reduce  these  window  displays  because  of  the  effect  on  sales. 

An  interesting  point  to  note  is  that  where  goods  are  covered,  even  by 
transparent  materials  such  as  cellophane,  many  shop-keepers  report  a  sales 
resistance.  It  is  a  strange  commentary  on  the  desire  of  the  public  to 
purchase  food  purveyed  under  hygienic  conditions. 

Although  much  has  been  done  to  educate  the  public  and  the  trade  in 
hygienic  food  handling  it  seems  that  so  far  as  the  general  public  are 
concerned  a  much  greater  educational  drive  is  required.  So  far  as  food 
handlers  are  concerned,  it  is  regrettable  that  there  are  no  courses  in 
food  handling  available  at  the  local  technical  institute.  Attendance, 
particularly  of  school  leavers  entering  the  trade,  would  be  of  inestimable 
value  for  all  concerned. 


12.  Details  of  Inspections 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix  . 


15.  The  Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix 


14.  Samples  taken  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector,  V/eights  and  Measures 
Department,  County  liall,  Maidstone,  (j/Ir .S.Strugnell) ,  for  once  again 
supplying  the  following  details  of  samples  of  food  taken  by  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  in  the  Urban  District  of  Sittingbourne  and  Milton, 
under  the  Ibod  and  Drugs  Act,  1938s- 
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Article 

No*  of 

Samples 

Belladonna  Plaster 

•  •  # 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Blue  Ointment 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Butterscotch 

0  m  9 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Camphorated  Tincture 

of  Opium  B, 

P. 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Cheese  Spread 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

0  0  0 

•  •  # 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Condensed  Milk  . . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Cream  Zinc  and  Castor  Oil 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Epsom  Salts  Tablets 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

#  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Eucalyptus  Oil  . • . 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Garden  Peas 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Gooseberries 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Grave t  . 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Gripe  Water  • . • 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Ham  Paste  . 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0*0 

1 

Ice  Cream  . 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  ♦ 

2 

Lemonade  •  •  •  •  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

♦  •  • 

1 

Lemon  Cheese  • . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

1 

Lolly  Fizz  • . • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  « • . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

#  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

1 

Mandarin  Oranges 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Margarine  • •  • • « 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  Q  0 

5 

Milk  • . . •  • . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

43 

Mixed  Pruit  • • . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Naples  Tomatoes  .. 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Pineapple  Juice  •• 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Processed  Cheese 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

*  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Processed  Cheese  Spread 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

4 

Processed  Peas  . . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Pure  Cream  . . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Pure  Lard  • «  • • • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Quinine  Tonic  Water 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  O 

0  0  0 

1 

Raspberry  Jam 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Red  Plum  Jam  •  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Ribena  • • •  • • • 

0  0  0 

( 

#  •  # 

9  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Rum  • •  • • •  • • • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

1 

Salmon  Cutlet  ••• 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

1 

Soda  Bi -carbonate 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Sponge  Mixture  . • . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Stewed  Steak  • • • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

0  9  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Strained  Spinach 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Sweet  Pickle  • . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Tea  ••  •••  ••• 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Vitacup  . . 

0*0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

Vitamin  C  Tablets 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

Whisky  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

White  Pepper 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Total 

0  0  0 

9  9  9 

1 

100 

Summary 


All  the 
followings- 

Sample  ofs 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk, 

T.T.IVIilk. 


T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 

T.T.Milk. 


Lolly  Fizz. 


Margarine . 

Processed 

Cheese 

Spread. 

Belladonna 

Plaster. 


Milks  . 

Drugs  .  •  •  . « . 

Spirits  . 

Other  samples  .  • . 


...  45 

. . .  11 

5 

. . .  45 


Total  100 


above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 


Analysis  s 


Action  Taken s 


Contained 

Contained 

Contained 


7 #5%  added  water. 
2.6^  added  water. 
5*5/^  added  water. 


Proceedings  taken  in 
Bearsted  for 
adulterated  follow¬ 
up  samples. 


Contained  5*8% 
Contained  5*0% 
Contained  5 *8% 
Contained  2.8% 
Contained  5*1% 
Contained  5*1% 
Contained  2.9?^ 
Contained  5*7% 
Contained  5*7% 

Starch  declare( 
present. 


added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 
added  water.) 

) 

.  but  not  ) 

) 


Proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  producer 
who  charged  the 
cowman  as  the  actual 
offender.  The 
Justices  dismissed 
the  case  against  the 
producer  and  discharged 
the  cowman  on  payment 
of  8/-d  costs. 

Makers  notified. 

Label  amended. 


Butter  claimed  10%. 
Butter  present  7*4%. 


Makers 

cautioned. 


Incorrectly  labelled  as 
’Processed  Cheese’. 


Label 

amended. 


Total  alkaloids  0.l6^. 
Minimum  B.P.C.  0.25%. 


)  Under 

)  investigation. 


SECTION  VII 


DISn^EECTION,  DISINFESTATION  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 


1.  Disinfection 


(i)  Ninety-three  rooms  at  69  premises  were  disinfected  on  account 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  In  addition,  1  cell  at  the 
Sittinghourne  Police  Station  was  disinfected  on  account  of  infectious 
disease • 

(ii)  During  the  year  20  houses  were  flooded  hy  storm  water  and 
sewage  and  the  occupants  were  issued  with  disinfectant  to  assist  them 
in  their  cleaning  operations.  In  addition,  3  houses  in  the  Milton  area 
were  flooded  due  to  a  very  high  tide  and  the  occupants  of  these  houses 
were  issued  with  coke  and  disinfectant  to  help  them  in  the  drying  out 
and  cleansing  work. 

(iii)  All  library  books  found  at  premises  where  a  case  of  notifiable 
disease  has  occurred  are  disinfected  by  formaldehyde  before  being 
returned  to  circulation. 

(iv)  Steam  disinfection  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Milton 
Hospital  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  Every  co-operation  and  assistance  is  received  from  the 
Administrator  of  the  Hospital  and  his  Staff  in  carrying  out  this  work. 


2.  Disinfestation 

(i)  The  following  tables  indicate  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  s - 


(a)  Bed  Bugs 


Infestations 
Premises  Rooms 


Council  Houses 
Other  Houses 


•  #  ••• 


4(5)+  11  ( 9)  + 

47  (16)  125  (59) 


Totals 


51  (19)  136  (48) 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


(b)  Fleas 


Infestations 
Premises  Rooms 


39 


Council  Houses  •••  •••  5(5)+  8  (lO)  + 

Other  Houses  .  42  04;  135(119; 

Other  Premises  . .  .  ^ 


Totals 

45  (37) 

143(128) 

(c)  other  Insect  Pests 
(Ants,  Beetles  and 

Plies) 

. 

Council  Houses  #. 
Other  Houses  . . 
Other  Premises  «• 

•  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •••  ••• 

•  •••  ••• 

11  (14) 
27  (13) 

3  (  1) 

13  (14) 
46  (17) 

4  (  l) 

Totals 

41  (28) 

63  (32) 

(ii)  Other  disinfestations  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as 
follows ?- 

(a)  At  the  Sittingbourne  Police  Station,  on  2  occasions,  when 
6  cells  were  treated  on  account  of  vermin# 

(b)  A  manure  dump  at  King  George  *s  Field  was  treated  on  2 
occasions,  on  account  of  Flies# 

(c)  Paper  stacks  at  the  Saxon  Ground,  belonging  to  Bowaters 
Universal  Pulp  and  Paper  Mills  Limited,  tn  account  of  Pleas. 

(d)  Routine  treatment  of  Civil  Defence  bedding  was  carried  out 
and  emergency  clothing  stores  at  the  local  W#V#S#  Centre  were  treated 
on  account  of  Moths# 

(lii)  In  addition,  29  V^asps*  and  1  Bees*  nests  were  dealt  with#  The 
usual  anti-mosquito  measures  were  carried  out  in  pwnds  and  other  sites# 

(iv)  The  main  insecticides  used  during  the  year  were  55^  D.D#T.  in 
Kerosene  and  Gammexane# 

(v)  The  number  tf  visits  in  connection  with  disinfection  and 
disinfestation  made  during  the  year  was  559 • 


Footnotes-  -f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year# 


5*  Rodent  Control 


(i)  The  Council  employ  one  part-time  Rodent  Operator* 

(ii)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  years- 


TABLE  XIII 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority. 

1 

• 

CO 

•H  0) 
rH  m 
erH 

0)  0 

Agricultural 

All  other 

(including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total. 

i.  Total  number  of 

properties  in  Local  18 

Authority’s  District. 

7023 

16 

r 

:  528 

7585 

ii.  Number  of  properties  (a)  2 

inspected  by  the  j  (l) 

145 

(112) 

6 

(6) 

37 

(23) 

190 

(143)  + 

Local  Authority 

during  1955?  as  a  (b)  6 

result  of  -  (4) 

• 

385 

(433) 

9 

(8) 

11 

(39) 

411 

(484) 

(a)  notification, 

(b)  survey,  and  (c)  2 

(c)  otherwise.  ■  (2) 

16 

(23) 

(-) 

C\J  GO 

0 

CM 

250 

(333.) 

iii.  Number  of  properties  ’  Major  6 

(under  ii)  found  to  (5) 

(b 

(1) 

2 

8 

ill 

be  infested  by  rats. 

Minor  2 

-  ■  (i), 

1 

102  '  6 
^(36)L(8) 

18 

U52) 

128 

(137) 

iv*  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (see 

Section  ii)  which  were  i  - 

found  to  be  seriously  (l) 

47 

(24) 

(1) 

17 

(15)  ' 

64 

(41) 

infested  by  mice. 


V*  Number  of  infested 
properties  (see 
Sections  iii  and  iv) 
treated  by  the 
_ Local  Authority* 

(iii)  The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  2,259  (including 
405  routine  sur^/ey  visits)  as  against  2,086  visits  in  the  previous  year* 

(iv)  In  addition  to  the  above,  maintenance  treatments  of  the  Council’ 
sewerage  system  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Pootnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year* 


8  ’  149  '  6  37  200 

(5)  (120)  (10)  (50)  (185) 


SECTION  VIII 


41 


HOUSING 


!•  Inspections 


The  number  and  character  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  housing  is  as  follows s- 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  during  the  year  for 

housing  defects  •*.  . .  742  (  750)  -f 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolid8.tion  Regulations  .««  7  (  26) 


(c)  N-umber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  .  •••  * .  10  (  5l) 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  defective  in  some 

essential  particular  ...  •••  469  (  579) 

(e)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notice  ••  •••  ...  59^  (  489) 


(f)  Reinspections  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  3^266  (3,427) 

(g)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 

the  years- 


(i)  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  "“  ( 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  152  (  118) 

(iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and 

15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  10  (  22) 


(iv)  .'Proceedings  under  Section  12  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1956  ... 


( 


Ibotnotes-  -f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(v)  Action  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1956s- 


N04  of  Areas  No.  of  Dwellings 

represented  as  in  the  Areas, 

unfit. 


1  (1) 


8  (41) 


No*  of  Dwellings 
demolished  during 
the  year. 

50  (37)  + 


2#  Provision  of  Houses 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built  each  year 
since  the  end  of  the  Wars- 


TABLE  XIV 


Council 

Houses 

Police 

Private 

;  War  destroyed 

i 

Year. 

Temporary 

i Permanent  = 

'  Houses 

1 Enterprise 

’  houses  re-built , 

1  Total 

1946 

50 

s 

1 

i  35 

1 

i 

1 

i  2 

1 

!;  ! 

i 

mm  j 

1  85 

1947  : 

i  57 

} 

1  5 

f 

i  62 

1948  : 

- 

i  44  i 

[ 

i  5  : 

i  2 

1  49 

1949  , 

- 

i  70 

1  -  1 

1  7  1 

i  2  i 

1  8  ! 

1  81 

1950  ; 

••• 

72 

- 

7 

i  8  i 

1  87 

1951  ^ 

- 

!  82  i 

1 

:  ■ 

:  8  i 

4  ! 

!  94 

1952  ; 

- 

i  140  I 

2 

1 

:  2  1 

;  1 

!  *“  i 

i  144 

1955  1 

- 

^  118  i 

mm 

3  i 

:  121 

1954  ■ 

- 

i  200  I 

'  11  1 

i  34  1 

- 

^  245 

1955 

— 

■  94  1 

6  1 

I 

i 

15  1 

^  113 

Totals 

50 

1 

j 

910  i 

19  * 

i 

1 

80  ^ 

22  ; 

1,081 

5#  Repair  and  Maintenance  of  Houses 

(a)  The  condition  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  continues  to  give 
anxiety.  The  combination  of  fixed  rents  and  high  building  costs  leads  to 
difficulty  in  getting  essential  repairs  carried  out.  The  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  have  now  been  in  operation  since 
50th  August,  1954 •  The  Act,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  has 
failed  in  its  purpose  of  securing  the  repair  of  dwelling-houses  whilst 
giving  the  owner  some  increased  returns  on  the  money  expended.  Unless 
ways  are  found  of  securing  the  repair  of  existing  houses  a  serious 
problem  is  being  created.  Year  by  year  the  position  of  many  of  the 
older  houses  is  progressively  deteriorating. 


Ibotnotes-  -f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 


(b)  Twenty  applications  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  and  twenty  Certificates  were 
issued.  At  the  51st  December,  1955?  7  Revocation  Certificates  had  been 
issued, 

(o)  Improvement  Grants  -  Section  .20,  Housing  Act,  1949 

During  the  year,  25  improvement  schemes  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949?  and  were  approved.  These  schemes 
mainly  involved  the  provision  of  a  bathroom  and  interior  water  closet 
together  with  a  hot  water  system.  Two  of  the  approved  schemes  were  later 
cancelled  by  the  applicants.  Eight  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  majority  of  applicants  under  the 
improvement  grant  provision  of  the  Housing  Act,  are  confined  to  owner/ 
occupiers.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  encourage  owners  of  blocks  of  rented 
houses  to  modernize  them  -  so  far  without  avail. 


4*  Rehousing 

The  Housing  Officer  (kir.G.M.  East  man)  has  once  again  kindly  supplied 
the  following  figures  regarding  rehousing  in  the  Urban  District. 

(i)  During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  provide  housing 
accommodation  for  222  families,  as  follows s- 

(a)  7  families  re-housed  in  existing  temporary  houses  (22)  -f 

(b)  41  families  re-housed  in  pre-war  Council  houses  (59) 

(c)  162  families  re-housed  in  post-war  Council  houses  (271) 

(d)  12  families  re-housed  in  privately  owned  houses  by 

arrangement  with  owners’  consent  (24) 

(ii)  In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  families  re-housed  by  the 
Council,  it  is  known  that  6  applicants  v/ere  re-housed  by  other  Authorities 
and  50  others  officially  notified  the  Council  that  they  had  found 
accommodation  privately.  In  the  previous  year  7  applicants  were  re¬ 
housed  by  other  Authorities  and  approx.  350  persons  v/ere  struck  off  the 
Housing  List  as  they  did  not  re-apply  and  return  their  forms  when  a 
complete  re-registration  scheme  was  carried  out. 

5.  Housing  Applications 

The  Housing  Officer  (iVIr.G.M. Eastman)  has  also  very  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  regarding  Housing  Applications. 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 


(a)  The  following  Table  shows  the  details  of  the  total  number  of 
applicants  in  the  various  categories  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  at 
the  51st  December,  1955!- 


TABLE  XV 


1.  Number  of  Applicants  on  ’’Live  List*'  . .  47^  (427) 

2*  Number  of  "Late  Applications"  .  175  (385) 


Total  Number  of  Applicants  653  (810) 


(b)  Table  XVI  shows  the  various  classes  into  which  the  applicants 
on  the  "Live  List"  falls- 


TABLE  XVI 


1.  Applicants  living  and  working 

outside  Sittingboume  •••  ••• 

2*  Single  Applicants  . . 

5.  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of 

houses  within  the  Urban  District 
4«  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of 

houses  outside  the  Urban  District  ««• 
5«  Applicants  living  outside  but 

working  within  the  Urban  District  ••• 

6.  Applicants  living  in  rooms  as  sub-tenants 

or  lodgers  within  the  Urban  District  • . • 


No.  io 

17  3.5 

1?  3.5 

219  45. S 


225  47.0 


Total  458 


In  connection  with  items  4  5  of  the  above  Table  XVI,  all 

applicants  under  these  particular  sections  were  struck  off  the  Housing 
List  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  a  Resolution  of  the  Council  that 
these  could  no  longer  be  considered.  These  applicants  were  notified  by 
the  Housing  Officer  accordingly. 


6,  Common  Lodging  House 

One  Common  Lodging  House  is  registered,  the  accommodation  available 
being  50  beds.  The  numbers  of  lodgers  using  the  Lodging  House  is 
declining.  The  average  number  of  occupied  beds  per  night  being  5. 


Eootnotes-  -f  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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FACTORY  ADMDIISTRATION 


Ikctories  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Factories  on  Register s- 

(a)  Eactories  (Mechanical  Power) 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 

(c)  Other  Premises 


•  #  # 


•  •  • 


•  •  # 


«  •  • 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 


#  #  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 


91 

11 

3 


(ii)  Numter  of  Inspections s- 


•  »  # 


(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power) 

b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  •« 

c)  Other  Premises 


#  •  • 


«  «  # 


•  •  ♦ 


•  •  • 


#  •  • 

#  *  # 

•  #  • 


94 

6 

5 


(iii)  Number  of  Vifritten  Noticess- 


#  #  • 


(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power) 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 


«  #  # 


#  «  • 


(iv)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds- 


Particulars 


Found 


Remedied 


Referred  Referred 
to  H.M,  j  by  H.M. 
Inspector  'Inspector 


V/ant  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S*2)  ... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  •• 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (s.6)  •••  .«• 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)»- 

(a)  insufficient  «**  ••• 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  « 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  •• 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  ...  ... 


2 

5 


1 

8 


1 


3 


2 

1 

1 


Totals 


7 


15 


7 


APPENDIX  "A” 


RAINFALL 


Recorded  at  Highsted  Waterworks 

Rainfall  (inches) 


Month 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1955 

1954 

1955 

January 

m  m  0 

2.00 

2.98 

2.51 

.81 

1.79 

5.66 

February 

•  m  * 

4.49 

6.66 

.96 

.97 

2.27 

2.07 

March  • 

•  •  • 

.71 

3.55 

3.89 

.19 

1.97 

1.60 

April  • 

•  «  • 

2.16 

2.27 

.98 

1.74 

0,22 

0.17 

May  • . • 

«  *  • 

1.99 

2.17 

.90 

2.43 

1.69 

4.35 

June  • • 

•  •  • 

1.06 

1.67 

1.19 

2.86 

4.16 

2.78 

July  • . 

•  •  • 

2.32 

2.05 

.71 

2.52 

2.45 

2.45 

August 

•  •  • 

2.58 

4*72 

3.10 

1.60 

4.15 

2.95 

September 

•  •  • 

2.11 

3.84 

4.04 

5.08 

1.43 

2.18 

October 

•  •  » 

.20 

1.08 

2.23 

2.15 

2.18 

4.55 

November 

•  •  • 

5.45 

3.81 

4.38 

1.36 

6.28 

0.74 

December 

•  •  • 

2.35 

2.41 

2.57 

.66 

1.78 

1.92 

Total  Rainfall 

27.20 

37.19 

27.26 

20.35 

30.57 

29.40 

APPENDIX 


TEMPERATURES 


Recorded  at  Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne 

Month  Maximum  Minimum 


1955 

1954 

1955 

1954 

January 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

53° 

58° 

19° 

14° 

February 

«  •  • 

0  0  0 

59° 

56° 

22° 

16° 

IVIaroh 

•  •  • 

0  C  0 

6o° 

65° 

25° 

28° 

April 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

78° 

68° 

50° 

28° 

May 

#  •  • 

•  •  « 

72° 

88° 

36° 

56° 

June 

0  0  9 

•  •  • 

82° 

82° 

41° 

42° 

July 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

95° 

80° 

49° 

43° 

August 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

86° 

86° 

46° 

46° 

September 

•  •  • 

*  *  • 

85° 

85° 

59° 

58° 

October 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

72° 

72° 

26° 

30° 

November 

#  •  • 

0  0  0 

66° 

62° 

22° 

29° 

December 

•  #  • 

0  0  0 

65° 

61° 

23° 

2f 
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APPEMDIK 


DETAILS  OF  PQODSTUFFS  OF  ALL  TYPES 

CONPmiNED  DURING  1935 


(a)  Ccndeiraied  at  Slaughterhouses  s- 
1  Cattle 


(b)  CondeiDned  in  Shops?- 


•  • « 


« •  • 


•  • « 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  • » 


Meat 
Fish 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  (including  canned 
Milk,  Meat,  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Pish,  Jam  etc*) 


Total  Lbs 


Lbs* 


(excluding  Cows) 

Acute  Pneumonia 

280 

1  Cow 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

280 

1  Cow 

Septic  Metritis 

540 

1  portion  of  Cattle 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

50 

2  portions  of  Cows 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

258 

5  portions  of  Sheep 

Oedema 

16 

2  Pigs 

Moribund 

300 

6  portions  of  Pig 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

65 

1  portion  of  Sow 

Pleurisy 

28 

Edible  Offal 

461 

977 

112 

2,173: 


Lbs. 


2,278 


3,2624 


5,540i 


Total 


2  Tons  9  Cwts  1  Qr  244"  Lbs 

(  7  Tons  5  Cwts  1  Or  Lbs  )  -f 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


APPENDIX  ’’D” 


49 


DETAILS  OF  EnISPECTION 


#  •  • 


•  •  ♦ 


Inspection  of  Houses 

No*  of  Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 
First  Inspections  -  not  visits 

No*  of  Houses  reinspected  . . 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  (S.5  Housing  Act) 
No.  of  Premises  (other  than  houses  and  not  mentioned 
below)  inspected  for  nuisances  ... 


#  •  • 


#  •  • 


Inspections 


•  #  • 


742 

5266 

7 

I 


4022 


Premises 


0  •  # 


#  #  # 


^  •  0 


0  9  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


Accumulations 
Butchers  . . 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  Mlkshops  . . 

Fresh  Pish  Shops 
Fried  Pish  and  chip  shops 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  shops 
Pood  vehicles  • . . 

Ice  Cream,  premises  • 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

Markets  . 

Mortuary  . 

Offensive  Trades  . * . 

Offices 
Outworkers 
Pets  Shops 

Premises  to  examine  foodstuffs 
Provision  Shops 
Public  Conveniences 
Public  Houses 
Restaurants  and  restaurant  kitchens 
Schools  • • *  * • • 

Shops  (under  Shops  Act) 

Shops  (re inspections) 

Pood  Preparing  Premises 
Slaughterhouses 
Smoke  Observations 
Swimming  Batho  . 

Systematic  inspection  of  District 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  etc. 

Tips  . 

Y/ater  courses 


000 


000 


000 


000 


000 


42 

49 

3 

11 

1 

58 

25 

12 

7 

8 

32 

1 

7 

2 

5 

6 

5 

1 

147 

27 

49 

40 

67 

8 
23 
11 

57 

203 

8 

4 

2 

35 

18 

1 


959 


Total  c/f 


4981 


Total  b/f 


Rat  Infestation  (not  recorded  elsewhere) 


Houses  Inspected  (first  inspections) 
Houses  Inspected  (reinspections)  . 
Other  Premises  (first  inspections) 
Other  Premises  (reinspections)  • 


#  «  • 


#  t  • 


•  ♦  • 


•  #  # 

•  »  • 

#  •  • 

•  •  # 


•  •  • 


Enquiries  or  Visits 

Contractors  or  Owners  intei^iewed 
Contacts  of  Infectious  Disease 
Notifiable  Diseases 
Other  Diseases 
Miscellaneous 
Office  Inteiviews 
Port  Visits 
Lectures 

Civil  Defence  (Welfare) 

Housing  Tenancies 
Improvement  Grants 
Flooding  -  Milton 

Food  and  Drugs  and  Other  Sampling 


•  •  • 


#  •  • 


«  #  # 


•  •  # 


•  •  • 


#  #  • 


•  •  • 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream 
Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water 
Samples  of  V/ater  obtained  -  Bacteriological  Examination 
Samples  of  Milk  obtained  -  Bacteriological 
Samples  of  Milk  obtained  -  Biological  • • • 

Samples  of  Milk  Bottles  obtained  -  Bacteriological 
Miscellaneous  Bacteriological  Specimens 


#  • 


•  •  # 


•  •  # 


•  •  • 


•  o  # 


•  • 


•  o  # 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


Factories 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Pov/er  -  Bakehouses 

-  Mscellaneous 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  -  Bakehouses 

Miscellaneous 


Total 


•  • 


•  •  ♦ 


•  •  • 


Inspections 

4981 


17 

20 

1 

6 


346 

20 

46 

3 

617 

450 

8 

6 

15 

194 

145 

11 


6 

4 

34 

24 

1 

12 

6 


12 

82 


44 


1859 


87 


100 


7071 


(7549)  + 


Footnote:-  -1-  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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Hglf 


NUISANCES  AND  DEEECTS  REI.ISDIED  DURING  1955 


Works  Executed 


Houses 


Totals 


#  •  ♦ 


•  •  « 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 


Accumulations  removed 
Ashbins  provided  « • . 

Brickwork  of  walls  repaired 
Bedding  cleansed  or  destroyed 

Chimneys  repaired  . 

Ceilings  repaired  ••• 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  ventilated  ... 

Grates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 
Inside  plastering  repaired  ... 
Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 
Nuisances  from  animals  abated 
Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 
Rain  water  pipes  or  gutters  renewed  or  repa 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ... 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 
V/ater  supply  provided  ...  ... 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired  ... 

Window  cords  renewed  ...  ... 

Y/indow  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired 
Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 


ired 


•  ♦  • 


•  # 


4 
86 

51 

2 

58 

66 

52 
58 

5 

26 

116 

7 

1 

154 

86 

5 

8 

1 

51 

56 

58 

6 


895 


Drainage 


#  • 


0  9  9 


•  ♦  • 


#  0 


#  •  ♦ 


•  •  • 


Drains  tested,  Smoke 
Drains  tested,  Chemical 
Drains  re-laid 
Drains  repaired 
Drains  cleansed 
Gullies  fixed 

Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  provided 
Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  repaired 
Interception  Traps  fixed 
Lavatory  Basins  trapped  or  waste-pipes  repaired  .. 
Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 
Sinks  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 
Sinks  provided 


#  #  • 


#  •  ♦ 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  9 


0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


0  0  0 


•  ♦ 


87 

23 

9 

21 

52 

14 

6 

9 

1 

2 

7 

10 

10 


231 


Total  c/f 


1124 


Total  b/f 


1124 


Water  Closets 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  provided  • • • 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  • • . 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 
Miscellaneous  repairs 
New  pans  and  traps  fixed 
V/ater  Closets  cleansed 

Urinals 


•  •  # 


•  • 


3 

20 

38 

1 

21 

38 

1 


122 


•  •  • 


#  •  0 


#  •  • 


Additional  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  fixed  or  repaired  •• 
Walls  repaired  or  made  impervious 


•  •  • 


#  A  • 


•  #  • 


#  #  • 


2 

1 

1 


4 


Earth  or  Pail  Closets 


Provided 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


3 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 


Removed 


#  •  • 


•  •  • 


#  •  • 


#  •  • 


#  «  # 


13 


Food  Shops,  Kitchens  and  Premises  used  for  Preparation 
or  Ifenufacture  of  Preserved  Foods 


#  •  • 


•  #  # 


#  #  • 


Cleanliness  improved 
Lighting  or  ventilation  improved 

Other  repairs  . 

Storage  arrangements  improved 
Washing-up  sinks  fixed 
V/ater  supply  provided 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  o 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

#00 


•  • 


3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 


13 


Total  1279 


(  966) 


Footnotes-  +  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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npi 


LIST  SHOWING  NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  POOD  SHOPS 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Type  Number 

1.  Meat  Shops  (including  Shops  carrying  out  the 

preparation  and/or  manufacture  of  preserved  foods)  •••  23 

2.  Restaurants  and  Dining  Room  Kitchens 

(including  Y/orks *  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens)  .  55 

3 •  Eood  ohops  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  *75 

4*  Ihctories  handling  Pood  •••  **•  18 

3 •  Pried  Pish  Shops  •••  •o*  •••  •••  8 

8*  Ice  Cream  Retailers  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  81 
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